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THE

ROCKABILLY
REVOLUTION

The legendary career of Lonnie Lee started

with his first hit in 1959 that he wrote with Johnny
O’Keefe. Today, with eight national number one
hits to his credit, Lonnie Lee is still going strong.
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using broad and bulky terms, and its weird, disparate

influences.. .bluegrass, cowboys, pomade, Eisenhower,
Levi's 501s, Betty Crocker, Delta blues, Hank Williams, R&B,
country music, white t-shirts, Texas, and creeper shoes are as
varied and serendipitous symbols as the songs themselves.
Given the repression of the classic nuclear 1950s, the notion
of affluent white teenagers rebelling, hiding banned 45s under
their canopied beds, wiggling into black leather jackets, and
unapologetically worshipping the most famed phallus of them
all, the electric guitar — seems both inevitable and revolutionary.

While Rockabilly faded by the mid-1960s (plenty will attempt
to convince you it went down, in 1959, with Buddy Holly’s
plane), its aesthetic is periodically revived with great success.
Meanwhile, historians and critics are still squabbling over what,
exactly, Rockabilly signifies in the larger socio-political context of
the 1950s, and to what extent its players were just snatching and
re-appropriating other performance styles, or, maybe, recreating
what they saw in Pentecostal church pews. Regardless, Rockabilly
still endures as one of the purest home-grown sounds in music,
bolstered, as all good things are, by cascading hormones, a healthy
dose of teen-insurgency, and just enough freedom to fully swing it
across the dance floor to let loose.

But if your club’s looking for a Memphis contemporary of Elvis
Presley and Jerry Lee Lewis to perfectly capture that Rockabilly
retrospection then look no further than Australia’s pioneering
Rockabilly musician, Lonnie Lee. Handsome, reputedly a wild live
performer back in his youth and in possession of a distinctive
sound of his own, Lonnie Lee was then, and still remains today, -

I ike any hybrid genre, Rockabilly is tough to define without
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THE FIRST AUSTRALIAN TO
RECORD A STEREO ALBUM

FIRST AUSTRALIAN TO HAVE
A FULL COLOUR ALBUM COVER

THE FIRST AUSTRALIAN TO HAVE
A #1 SONG FROM AN ALBUM
THE FIRST AUSTRALIAN TO HAVE
A DOUBLE-SIDED #1 RECORD




